






Extended Stories of Some Entries

Note that this is not a staged photo.  See grille 
on top of the dresser and instrument panel on the 
table.  How much you want to bet there is more 

under the bed and in the closet too?

Gene & Ann Gillam
1949 MG TC

B
Homese ett r

and MG Storage
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DECORATING YOUR HOME WITH MG PARTS

HOW TO TALK YOUR WIFE INTO IT

KEEPING YOUR MG COMFORTABLE

HOW TO USE YOUR dISHWASHER TO CLEAN PARTS

FEATUREd IN 

THIS ISSUE

Gene’s photo used to 
create the cover art

Work on the car is proceeding 
slowly due to the Mississippi heat 
and humidity, the lack of A/C in 

the garage and last, but not least, 
my aging body and poor memory. 

Things that used to take a half hour 
to accomplish now take a day because 
I can’t remember what goes where or 

where I left the part after I remember 
where it goes.

In addition to the TC and MG SA Steve has a 
1967RHD MGB GT, a 1969 RHD MGC GTS, his 
1965 MGB (and more). The BGT was his typical go 
to work car, but has taken the TC from time to 
time as well.   There is quite a story to the 1965 

MGB (3 generations in the family) and getting it 
ready for their wedding (like wrenching on it two 
hours before the wedding).  Click on Just Married 
photo for that story and then check out more of 
their MGs on the site.

Steve & Linda 
Simmons’ other 

MGs

Some of Tom Wilson’s  
MG Collection

A few years back Tom had the 
opportunity to buy 11 prewar and TC 

MGs as a set.  Already having 3 TCs, a 
PA and a LE50 (modern MGB update), 
he bought them. Sold 2 TCs to make 
room.  The VA shown here is in the 

works and goal is to be done for 2026 
MG International at Sandusky, Ohio Tom’s  LE50, TC,  PA

Tom with TC 0272 & TC 0273

mgnuts.com



Owning an MGTD is a family 
activity.  The car above was 
purchased site unseen from a 
family member of a neighbor.  The 
car had been disassembled and was 
in the process of being rebuilt as a 
father and son project.  Then the 
son went to college and the project 
died.  Here is a picture of the car 
in my garage  as I received it.  My 
daughter and pet try to ignore it.

My very first experience with 
MGTD’s was in the 1950’s.  I 
watched as men removed the head 
and pistons on one in a garage 
behind my mother’s grandfathers 

home.  The pistons 
looked so small.  Next 
shortly afer I received 
my driver license I 
managed to drive one 
with my sister riding 
along side me.

In 1964 Lois and I married and 
we moved to California to our 
first home.  With her permission 
I had a short experience with a 
1954 Austin Healey 100-4. When 
my father-in-law was visiting at 
the time of our first daughter’s 
birth, he disassembled it to find 
why it burned so much oil.  He then 
went home and I learned how to 
reassembe and make a british car 
run.
Getting back to the 1953 MGTD 
in my garage.  I spent the year 
following its purchase attending 
body shop classes at the local 
junior college and worked on and 
painted 
the car.  
It was 
a hit 
with the 
family 
as can 
be seen 
in these 
pictures. 

My girls 
loved to 
pose in 
front of 
it.  My 
father-
in-law 
loved to 
ride in 
the open 
car and 
my mother also admired it

In 2015 the paint I had put on the 
car in 1975 started looking weak 
and so I disassembed the car and 
had it repainted back to its original  
color.  I also installed a 5 speed 
transmission.  The car is as fun to 
drive now as it was in the beginning.  
Lois and I continue to enjoy it. The 
picture below is us celebrating our 
60th wedding anniversary. 

I would not have this beautiful 
car except for the support of my 
wife and children. 

More on Wayne & Lois Peterson’s 1953 MG TD Story

Wedding photo Lois is 
holding in photo on the left



This MG L1 has led a colorful life.  
We pick up the known story in the 

1960s before Mike bought it. 

More on Mike & Lucy Hughes’ 1933 MG L1 Magna Salonette Story

Previous owner Philip Bayne-
Powell took it on LeMans roads 
and the photo with 53 was at 

Brands HatchL1 as it Mike 
bought it in 1979

Mike began the Salonette restoration in 1979 with original chassis L0565

In 2004 the unfinished project was then acquired by a Japanese MG 
enthusiast, who parted the coachwork from the chassis and converted it 

as a supercharged racing replica.  These photos are prior to shipping. Mike in 
2004



The new owner in Japan 
converted the L1 to a 

replica vintage racer and 
L0565 now survives there 
that way.  The body that 

was removed was then 
put up for sale where 

restorers of L0297 saw it. 

L Magna enthusiast Rod Ptak of Vancouver Island, BC, was building up L0297 
(originally produced as a one of 97 L1 Magnas bodied as a salonette) and had 
commissioned the restoration in England.  Body was to be built from scratch 
but when the body from L0565 became available it was purchased for use 

instead.  Restoration lasted about 5 years and was completed in 2011.  
Photos here are when it was being restored in England with L0297 chassis

Once completed, Canadian Rod Ptak traveled 
with it through the UK each summer from 

2011 through 2019 and again in 2023 entering 
the salonette in driving tours and exhibitions 

in England, Scotland, Wales and Northern 
Ireland, accumulating over 9K miles in all 
conditions.  Here is L0297 when it met 

the only other known surviving L1 Magna 
Salonette, L407, when together in Wales in 

2013, and came from Belgium.

A couple current 
photos of L0297 

back in the ownership 
of Mike Hughes.  
Wonderful story 

and thankful that he 
shared it with us.

Mike re-acquired the completed and nicely 
running restoration of his old Salonette 

body on a different chassis in 2023. 
Since the coachwork began its restoration 

in Virginia, was parted from its original 
chassis in Japan, crated up and shipped 

to England for restoration and enjoyment 
before returning to Virginia, we named 
the duo-green salonette “Phileas Fogg” 

after the protagonist in the Jules Verne 
novel “Around the World in 80 Days.” The 
other known surviving salonette, duo-blue 

chassis L407, resides in Belgium.  So, 
you might label me “Faithful custodian of 
one of two L1 Magna Salonettes known to 

exist in the world.”

L0565 as it is today.  
Beautiful in it’s own right.

Want to see other photos of L0297?   
See the MMM website

https://www.triple-mregister.com/cardetails_pub2.php?chassisno=L0297


I was sitting around the house one 
cold snowy Saturday morning here 
in Michigan looking at Craigslist and 
the Marketplace and I see a TC for 
sale for a good price, but thousands 
of miles away in Honolulu. I made 
arrangements with a business 
partner who lives in Honolulu to go 
put a hand on the car so we knew it 
was real and I was not going to be 
scammed.  
OK, yes the report was that it was 
for real so I made a deal to buy TC 
9580 with the seller in September 
2008.  We hired a flat bed wrecker 

to haul it to a friends home on the 
other side of the island where it 
was parked in a vacant car port until 
I could get there to prep it for a 
journey. The car had been sitting 
and did not run when I bought it…...
I flew to Hawaii with a box of parts 
in my checked luggage: fuel pump, 
master cylinder, set of SU carbs, 
plugs, points etc. and boy did the 
TSA have a field day inspecting that 
box at the airport.
While there I did a tune up, re-built 

the wheel cylinders, polarized the 
generator, replaced the fuel pump 
and and a few other items to make 
the car road worthy. It had to drive 
and stop well enough to make it up 
through the tunnel over the middle 
of the island and to the container 
ship port in Honolulu.
Shipping occured in March of 2009.  
I then made arrangements with 
Pete Thelander and John Seim in 
the LA area to pick up the car from 
the port in Long Beach.  Once it 
was at Pete’s house, we flew out, 
rented a Penske truck, another flat 
bed wrecker to lift the TC to the 
Penske truck bed level and we were 
off and running.  While at Pete’s 
place though we couldn’t say no to a 
test ride in his fabulous MGs!

We made stops in Las Vegas, Grand 
Canyon and in Colorado to visit 
Bud and Anne Silvers where Bud 
graciously provided my brother-in-
law with a ride in his biplane. They 
flew down low and buzzed a moose 
out in the wild around Colorado 
Springs!
All in all a great TC adventure!

Rick Fisk’s purchase of his TC

Two more shots of Lucy Hughes’ 1966 MGB-GT while 
on the recent 5K+ mile round trip from Virginia to 

Wyoming and back.  OK it does not get equal time as 
the L1 in this issue but just can’t ignore it

Lucy Hughes - 1966 MGB-GT



I am an early 1950 MG TD Midget with my original 
chassis TD 1525 EXR and original closed-disc wheels. 
When I rolled off the production line on May 6, 1950, 
my color was green with a beige interior and a tan top. 
According to production records, Only 2,955 models 
were produced in total, with just 1,268 being EXR 
(Export Right Hand Drive) models manufactured in 
1950. At some point over the years, my original engine 
XPAG/TD 1783 was replaced with XPAG/TD2 12331.

Despite being 
painted and 
having some 
parts repaired 
and replaced, I’m 
still an old British 
car. My previous 
owners were true 
caretakers who 
took great care 
of me and kept 
all the original 

documents that narrate my incredible journey. These 
include my original sales statement, registration and 
custom documents, insurance documents, handwritten 
letters, Tour de France custom travel book, military 
shipping documents, and title transfers.
I’ve had three American owners who lived and traveled 
in France and Italy. Pacific Motor Sales, located in 
Paris and within walking distance of Arc de Triomphe, 
sold me on August 17,1950, to Dayton Mitchell. From 
research my current owners completed, Dayton 
Mitchell was temporarily living in Rome, and he worked 
as a road manager for Danny Kaye and Trini Lopez. 
Mr. Mitchell’s US address was 680 Madison Avenue, 
New York City (Nothing to do with cars, but it was the 
former home of the “Doll Lady” accused of espionage 
during World War II. )
By 1951, I was owned by Mr. Broder Bahnsen, who 
worked in the oil industry, and his US address was 505 
Park Avenue, New York City, just around the corner 
from Mr. Mitchell. Mr. Bahnsen drove me around 
France and Italy. During one of his travels, he stayed 
at the Hotel Ruhl, a jet-setting resort on the French 
Riviera, where the likes of Hemmingway and F. Scott 
Fitzgerald frequented.
Lucille Clements, my third owner, worked for the 
U.S. Government in Washington D.C. She was a 
stenographer and traveled to France and Italy. She 
purchased me from Broder Bahnsen through Fattori 
and Montani, a Nuffield importer in Rome, Italy. 
Several letters Broder Bahnsen wrote have stayed 
with me, authorizing Miss Clements to drive me 
through France and Italy and act as his agent to sell 
me. She drove me through the French Riviera, staying 
at the Hotel Busby in Nice, and ending up in Livorna, 
Italy.
Eventually, Miss Clements purchased me and shipped 
me to New York City on the U.S.S. General H.F. 
Hodges, a military transport ship. The original 

insurance and shipping documents stayed with me from 
owner to owner and confirmed my route and transport 
to the US. Miss Clements picked me up at the dock 
in New York on Christmas Eve of 1952. She lived in 
Washington D.C and in 1965 she sold me to former 
Colonel Imla Hewitt, who took me to Evanston, Illinois.
In 1986 Edward Mayes 
purchased me and took 
me from Illinois to 
Bonita Springs, Florida. 
In 2015 Dick Dickstein, 
former founder and 
owner of Parma Ridge 
Winery, purchased me 
and took me from Florida 
to Eagle, Idaho. In 
2018, my current owners 
purchased me, and I 
moved down the road to 
Boise.
Before coming to the U.S., I traveled from Abington, 
England, to Paris, France, to Rome, Italy, and through 
the French Riviera. Since coming to the United 
States, I’ve been to New York City and moved 
from Washington D.C to Illinois to Florida and on 
to Idaho. My current owners drive me around the 
Boise area, and they take me to shows in the Seattle 
area, Spokane, Washington; Moscow, Idaho; Joseph, 
Oregon; Walla Walla, Washington; Mt. Hood Resort in 
Welches, Oregon, as well as participating in local area 
shows. I‘ve won 1st and 2nd place awards at most of 
the car shows. One year I drove through Yellowstone 
National Park and made quite the stir with local park 
visitors .
I ‘ve won awards from Washington, Oregon to Idaho, 
winning 1st in Class, Best Convertible, Best British Car, 
and Sponsors Choice awards.

Humphries’ Story on their MG TD

TC was a former race 
car when I bought it.  
Restored it myself 45 
years ago and probably 

could be refreshed 
again but don’t want 
to lose driving time.  

Here two of my grand 
kids are posed with TC 
and photo was used on 
Moss Motoring cover 
in 2015.  Many, many 
memories over the 
years (including the 

breakdowns).

More on 
David & Joyce 
Edgar’s 1948 

MG TC
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GoF 2026

TAFF, ARIZ.
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Greetings, as the Chairperson 
of the GOF West Steering 
Committee as well as the 

coordinator of this event, I am 
looking forward to welcoming you 
all to the cool pines of Flagstaff, 

AZ in 2026!  The Arizona MG Club is busy planning a full slate 
of our normal GOF West events for 2026, including the Car 
Display, Rallye, Funkhana, Technical Sessions, Dinners, and 
more.  Please use the registration form on the last page or 

visit our website www.gofwest.org to register today!

May 11-15, 2026
Flagstaff, Arizona

Forget the cacti and desert associated with much of 
Arizona as Flagstaff is high in the mountains (higher 
than Denver, Colorado) with beautiful night skies, and 
pleasant weather.  The average high temperature in 
May is around 74°F, with average lows around 42°F.  

Days are usually sunny and can be described as mildly 
cool and breezy.  Surrounding mountains are gorgeous 

and fields of pines refreshing.

Our Doubletree hotel is right on old Route 66

Flagstaff is an excellent place to view 
the night sky. It was the first city to 

be designated as an International Dark 
Sky City by the International Dark Sky 

Association. This recognition stems from 
Flagstaff’s commitment to preserving 
dark skies through responsible lighting 

practices and public education, making it 
an ideal destination for astrotourism

Historic downtown

Hope to see 
you there!

https://gofwest.org/
https://gofwest.org/


Doubletree by Hilton
1175 W Route 66
Flagstaff, Arizona

Throw some old MGs and happy faithful owners into these photos and they will 
be picture perfect

Register for GoF West 2026 

now.  Use form on the next page.  

Make room reservations at the 

Doubletree with special pricing.  

See registration form on the 

next page for hotel information.



   Information will be posted on the www.GoFWest.org website as available 

Form date: 08/16/25 Any questions, contact H Garcia (Chair) at hcg1977@gmail.com or 480-540-8302 

 
 

 

GoF West 2026 Registration 
Event Dates: May 11-15, 2026 

$60 USD thru Dec 31, 2025 

$75 USD Jan 1st - Mar 31st 
$100 USD after Apr 1st 

*A registration is for two people and up to two MGs. Additional MGs & adults beyond two will need a new registration. 

In-Spirit $30 USD (In-Spirit Registrants will receive a patch, pin, dash plaque, and event guide.) 
Cancellations will revert to “In-Spirit”. If the request to cancel your registration is received by 
March 31st, 2026, you will receive a refund less the $30. If the request to cancel is received at 
GOFWESTINC@gmail.com after March 31st, 2026, no refund will be given.  
 

 

List names as you want them on your name tag and the event guide 
 

Driver’s Last Name ________________________________ Driver’s First Name ____________________________ 

Co-Driver’s Last Name _____________________________ Co-Driver’s First Name _________________________ 

Names (and ages) of any children or dependents who will be attending with you: ______________________________ 

 ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

City ___________________________ State/Province ___________________ Zip/Postal Code___________________ 

Country_______________________ Phone#1 ________________________ Phone#2 _________________________ 

Email__________________________________________ Note: Registration confirmation will be sent via email. 

Primary Club Affiliation (if any) ______________________________________________________________________ 

Other Club(s) Affiliation (if any) _____________________________________________________________________ 

Have attended (# of) ______ GoF West events in the past. / Is this your first time attending a GoF West? (check box) ! 

First MG you are bringing*: Year ________ Model__________ Color_______________  
Second MG you are bringing*: Year ________ Model__________ Color_______________  

*Please notify us as soon as possible if you later plan to show a different MG(s), so we can plan out the car display and 
have adequate class awards. 

If your MG has major modifications from stock, please check here and list changes. Ex. Non-MG engine or exterior 
resembling a different model. ! ___________________________________________________________________ 
______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Will you participate in the Arts/Crafts display? Yes ! No ! Will you participate in the Rally? Yes ! No !    

Will you participate in the Flea market? Yes ! No ! Will you participate in the Funkhana? Yes ! No ! 

Will you participate in the Car Display? Yes ! No ! Will you stay at the Doubletree (Host hotel)?  Yes ! No !   
 

Send completed Registration form to:  
 

EMAIL: GOFWESTINC@GMAIL.COM 
      
               Or mail USPS: 

GoF West 2026 
1454 CHASE TER 

EL CAJON, CA 92020-8368 
 

Checks should be made out to GOF West. Once your 
registration and payment have been received, you will get an 

email confirmation with your registration number. 
Zelle payments to: gofwestinc@gmail.com  

PayPal payments to: gofwestinc@gmail.com 
 

 

Hotel Information- 
Doubletree by Hilton, Flagstaff  

1175 W Rte 66, Flagstaff, AZ 86001  
Phone: 928-773-8888 

Call the hotel directly or use this link 
https://group.doubletree.com/gbgw1p to make your 

reservation. Use “GoF West 2026” as the group name to get 
the special rate of $169 plus tax and fees.  

 
To get the group rate, reserve before allowed rooms are sold out.  

All rooms must be booked by 4/11/26. The hotel requires reserving 
rooms through them directly to help us with tracking.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

Staff use 


