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What is GoF West?

Our Auction

Car Display
And it is not a concourse, but a 
chance to view both show and 

driver MGs as well as meet some 
proud owners.

GoF stands for Gathering of the Faithful and we pronounce it Gee 
Oh Eff.  The idea of gathering vintage MG owners together from 
a broad area for MG fun started on the east coast back in 1964.  
In 1973 a few enthusiasts decided we should have a west coast 

event as well.  We have continued the west coast event each year 
for over 50 years now.  While it started as a T-Type and older 

event, all MGs through the B’s have been included for many years 
now.  Our 51st annual event will be in Carlsbad, California in 2023 
and we hope you join your fellow MG enthusiast for lots of fun.  

In addition to a car display there are arts & crafts sessions,  
tech sessions, a fun rallye, a crazy funkhana, dinners, Bunco,  

and many places nearby for sight seeing.

Thank you Brian Sonner 
for the great cartoons

If the Beach Boys had the time, they’d 
come to GoF West in Mike Love’s TC
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A couple early supporters of GoF West 2023



A slightly revised list of categories for Arts & Crafts, 
Photos, Models and Collections competition in an attempt 
to accommodate MG limited space will be featured at the 
2023 GoF West in Carlsbad.

Arts & Crafts categories will remain the same with Art, 
Sewn Goods and Crafts. However, Models has dropped the 
diorama category given that design and creation of such 
requires multiple items and such simply don’t fit into most 
MGs when they are driven great distances. The categories 
have been reduced to Single Model and Model Display. 

Photos, too, has been adapted to encourage more entries. 
Added will be a “Snap Shot” category, which will feature 
3x5 and 4x6 photos.  Larger photos must be entered into 
either General Interest or Humorous categories. Given 
that many MG enthusiasts take pictures of club events and 
activities, it is hoped that many entries will be featured.

Finally, the MG collections will continue as is. This 
category features collections of all kinds, including easy 
to transport pins, patches, cards, stamps, etc., all easily 
carried in small areas of the MG.  Of course, larger items 
are always welcome.

All entries will be displayed in the Hospitality Room, which 
not only increases opportunities to view the displays 
but also vote for your favorites. Last year’s competition 

featured quality entries, and as a result, voting was at an 
all-time high.

Organizers look forward to a “record” number of entries 
this year. Plan now for the entry you want to feature.  

by Rick Pullen 

The Arizona MG-T Roadrunners have 
volunteered to produce this years 
Funkhana, and we look forward to it.

They are still in the planning stages but  
sure there are some new ideas and some 
old tricks. Organizing a committees to help 
make the props and work out all the other 
details is next. 

We know that Funkhanas not everyone’s 
forte, so if you just want to have fun and 
drive the course without any blindfolds, 
spilling water, or leaning out of the side 

of your MG, then please do so.  Just have 
fun and let the rest of the MGers enjoy 
watching MGs in motion.  But if you are out 
to get an award then, be prepared as we 
will put you and your MG to the TEST with 
slow speed maneuvers.

So get your MGs ready and be prepared 
for the thrill of victory... and the agony of 
defeat. We hope to see you all there at the 
GOF in Carlsbad for lots of fun.

Event Coordinator, Randy Koontz

Between the seriousness of some 
competitors and the silliness of 
others, it can be hilarious for 

spectators.

Funkhana

Plan Now for Arts & Crafts, 
Photos & Model Competitions
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There will be loads of fun for those who are participating 
at GoF West 2023 as we meet up once more with MGs 

from all over the west (some from farther away too).   We 
have volunteers from multiple MG clubs helping to make 
the 51st GoF West to be one of the best ever.    Expect this 
GoF to be a blending of tradition with change.

Carlsbad is situated in a lovely area along Southern 
California’s coastline. October was chosen to grab off 

season pricing in an otherwise expensive area.  There is an 
abundance of other things to do in the area such as Lego 
Land, pumpkin patches, historic areas, museums and lots 
more, that is if sharing our common MG interest gets to 
be too much for you  

CAR DISPLAY - Tuesday morning.  We will have the 
usual display of all the MGs with voting, but this is 

not a concours.  There will be all vintages of MGs with 
both nicely worn drivers next to papered, polished and 
pristine models.  It is so much fun to talk to the owners 
about their particular MGs.  Lots of stories to be told for 
sure.

RALLYE - Wednesday morning.  We encourage you 
to go on the route just to see the lovely surrounding 

area, and do hope you will find at least some of the 
answers to the posed questions.  But answering the 
questions is not a requirement (unless you want to place 
in the competition).  Creative answers are always fun to 
hear.  We just want you to have fun (and stay married if 
that applies).

FunkhAnA - Thursday morning.  We know that 
this is not everyone’s forte, so if you just want to have 

fun and drive the course without any blindfolds, spilling 
water, or leaning out of the side of your MG, then please 
do so.  Just have fun and let the rest of us enjoy watching 
MGs in motion.  But if you are out to get an award then, 
be prepared as we will put you and you MG to the TEST 
with slow speed maneuvers.

AuCTIOn – Wednesday evening.  As many of you 
know, the people donating and purchasing auction 

items provide the funds to keep the GoF West events 
going.  We could sure use some help with the collection 
and organization of the Auction.  Please give us a call (or 
email) if you are willing to help.

We are excited to be putting on 
this wonderful GoF West 2023 

and we certainly do hope you will 
join us in Carlsbad, California 

come October 16-20

GOF
WEST 2023

Carlsbad, 
Calif

I’m headed for 
Carlsbad

Carlsbad Holiday Inn
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DInnERS – We will have auction and award 
dinners at the hotel.  Their food is great and we are 

forecasting the price to be $65 each. Please understand 
that to get the space for programs, hospitality and 
activities, we need to cover food and beverage 
minimums. While we recognize you can find less 
expensive meals, you can’t replace the camaraderie and 
fellowship of dining with other MG owners.  

TECH SESSIONS - Butch Taras will be explaining 
how to rebuild a water pump. Jackie Frances will 

be leading a watercoloring activity all MG owners will 
enjoy.  She will have sketches ready to color in or you can 
create your own design.  More topics will be added.

OThER ACTIVITIES, Arts & Crafts & Photos 
displays, Carless Funkhana and Bunco. We are still 

investigating other activities.  Please let us know if you 
have ideas and the talent to make it work.  

Contact your co-chairs, David & Joyce Edgar at 
GoFWestInc@gmail.com  or  619-593-8255

David & Joyce

Special Note Regarding  
Lodging in Carlsbad

We encourage you to make your reservations  
direct with the hotel requesting the “GoF West 2023” 
rate.  The special rate is $159 -King or $189 -2 queens 

(+ tax and fees on both).  These rates are good  
until Sept 15th.  After the 15h, any rooms available  

will be charged at the prevailing rate, so be sure  
to make your reservations early.
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Cafe & Bar area

King Room

Banquet Room

Pool and Sports Area

This Jackie Frances 
watercolor was in 
the 2022 Arts & 

Crafts display and 
then donated to the 
GoF West Auction.  
Thank you Jackie.
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Regist. #GoF WEST 2023
Registration Form

Carlsbad, California
Oct 16-20, 2023

$60 USD before March 31, 2023
$75 USD Apr 1-Aug 31, 2023 
$100 USD as of Sept 1, 2023

In-Spirit $30 USD
In-Spirit registrants will receive a patch,  

pin, dash plaque and event guide

Names — as you want them on your name tag and the event guide

Last Name   First Name 

  Co-driver   First Name 
Children, under 12, (or dependents) who will be attending with you: 

Address 

City   State   Zip Code 

Country    Phone #1   Phone #2 
Email    

Primary Club Affiliation (if any)   

Other Club Affiliations (if any)    

Have attended  GoF Wests or this is my First GoF West       

MG to display*: Year   Model   Color    

             want my MG listed but will not display    

Will you be bringing a trailer?       Yes       No 

Will you stay at the Holiday Inn?  Yes       No 

Method of Payment:      PayPal                             Zelle                      Check 

Mail registration to:
 GOF WEST 2023  
 1454 ChASE TER
 El Cajon, CA 92020-8368

or email to: 
      GoFWestInc@gmail.com

send to  
GoFWestInc@gmail.com

More information will be posted on the www.GoFWest.org website as available (can use QR code above) 
or contact David & Joyce Edgar (Co-Chairs) at GoFWestInc@gmail.com or 619-593-8255

staff use

   hotel Information:
holiday Inn Carlsbad

2725 Palomar Airport Road
Carlsbad, CA 92009

Phone - 760-438-2725
“GoF West 2023” rate of King-$159* or Two-Queens-$189*  

To get group rate, reserve by Sept 15, 2023.
* Plus tax and fees (currently a total of 12.195%)   

send to  
GoFWestInc@gmail.com

Cancellations will revert to “In-Spirit.”  If received by May 31, 2022 the remainder less 
fees incurred will be refunded.  If received after May 31, 2023, no refunds will be given.

Will you participate in the rally?  Yes       No 

Participate in the funkhana?       Yes       No 

 If your MG has major mods from stock, 
please check here and list on the back. 
(such as non MG engine or exterior 
resembling a different model)

Make checks  
payable to GoF West

Note: Registration confirmation will be sent by email

* Please notify us ASAP if you later plan to display a different MG so we can 
plan out the car display and have adequate class awards

Form date
12/18/22
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Register now 

and save
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GoF West Brings Like 
Minded Folks Together 

to Celebrate the MG

Permit me to use a cliché (and an English proverb) to 
open this piece: “Birds of a feather flock together.” 
The meaning is clear: humans of similar type or 

interests tend to mutually associate.

Aha! I get it. An epiphany. GoF West was born 
way back in 1973 in order to bring the MG flock 
together. A few of us celebrated that first 

gathering in Santa Barbara and knew we were hooked, 
maybe addicted. This was too much fun. Simply, a get-
together with like-minded (sane or insane) MG folks 
was the focus. To the unfaithful, we were insane, to 
the faithful, we were totally sane (hence the name 
Gathering of the Faithful.    

And what say you who have motored for days on end 
and clocked what seemed forever miles on your 
way to British Columbia, Colorado, Washington, 

Nevada, well . . .most all western states.  Woo hah!! You 
earned a 1,000-mile patch for your club jacket. But 
going to and participating in GoF West is much bigger 
than a patch. It has become a celebration of MG owners 
to spend four days together while performing MG antics 
that carry funny names like Funkhana, an event involving 
blind folds, putt-putt golf, bean-bag toss, hula-hoop, 
teeter-totter, and ring toss and anything that creates 
discord between the driver and the ‘inept” passenger 
who must perform. Make sense? 

Of course a major cornerstone of any GoF West 
is rallying, which means driving an additional 
day after driving four days to get there. Just 

what we need: more time driving our precious little 

MG motorcar over scenic two-lane roads we’ve never 
heard of, meant only for those who have a great deal 
of patience. See, the secret is to identify and answer 
questions involving landmarks hidden in a forest, behind 
a tree, or on a temporary sign that was removed one 
day prior to the rallye. No stats available, but couples 
partaking in such fun oftentimes return to the hotel 
planning a divorce sooner than later.  

Awards? What’s an event without awards: ask 
the movie stars who honor themselves in five 
different award shows each year. Or ask the kid 

on a sports team who kept the bench warm and received 
a participation award. Yep. Gotta have them in the MG 
world, too.  GoF West awards are different: they are 
earned! You know, the best time, the most correct 
answers, the most beautiful craft and hilarious photo, 
the most points.

But put aside all the glee emanating from those 
events listed above and focus on the real reason 
for such an annual gathering. Without a doubt, we 

show up because of the camaraderie with similar striped 
birds. Year after year. Can’t miss seeing those “sane” 
folks from across the west and sometimes country who 
come together to celebrate the trials, tribulations, and 
joy of MG ownership.   

Big idea (and plug): set your sights on GoF West 
scheduled for Oct. 16-20 in Carlsbad.  Join those 
who have been hooked for years and many who may 

be first timers. After all, it’s all about celebrating those 
little British cars with folks of like mind.  

By Rick Pullen

Rick Pullen and wife Jill have owned their 1948 MG-TC 
for 53 years and their 1952 MG-TD for 25 years. Rick 
has attended 32 GoFs in the west (including the very 
first one) and 3 GoFs in the east.

1973 Winnner’s Circle 1973  Car Display (estimate 85-100 cars)
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RedwoodsUtah
Arizona

CanadaWashingtonNevada
Idaho???

Future GoF West Events
If planning for GoF West 2023 is not enough we are always looking 
well ahead as putting together an event like this does take time.   Plans 
for 2024 are in the idea stage right now.  Locations and venues are 
being looked at.  We hope this works out.  
But we would like be thinking about further out as well.  If you have a 
location idea or even a specific location, we would love to hear from 
you or your club.  We do like to move around the western states (even 
Canada) so don’t be afraid.
Contact our current GoF West Steering Committee chair with your 
ideas.
Joyce Edgar:  GoFWestInc@gmail.com  or   619-593-8255

Paint a portrait of your MG in 
watercolor! Or…create your own 
vintage MG magazine ad. All 
supplies provided. Jackie Francis 
will demonstrate the “line and 
wash” watercolor technique that 
combines the detail of drawing 
with translucent watercolor 
washes.  No need to fear the blank 
page—pre-drawn pencil sketches 
of vintage MG ads and various MG 
models will be available ready for 
you to add in your finishing touches 
(blank paper also available for the 
fearless). Come give it a try! 

Just one of several tech 
sessions

Watercolor Fun

Jackie Francis
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Butch Taras will be taking the mystery out of 
rebuilding water pumps.  I know several you out 
there have some spares that need nreuilding.  

Be sure to attend as it is wise to carry a 
working spare on your trips.  While Butch will 
expalin using a T-Type water pump but basic 

principle applies to other models as well.

Water Pump 
Rebuilding

Butch has attended each 
and every GoF West since 
the first one in 1973.



Monterey Cup

To the club with the highest 
number of members in attendance 
at the GoF Event

2022 TC Motoring Guild  
2020+1 Club ‘T’ MG  
2019 Arizona MG Club

GoF West Gazette
The GoF West Gazette is a publication 

put out by GoF West Inc.  It is produced 
roughly three times a year and available in 
PDF form only.  Issues can be found at the 

GoF West website: www.GoFWest.org

Clubs represented at 
GoF West 2023 as of 

press date:
Abingdon Rough Riders

Arizona MG “T” Roadrunners
Central Coast British Car Club

MG Owners of No. Calif
NA MMM Register

NAMGBR
NEMGTR

MG Car Club
MG Car Club, Northwest Centre

MG Owner’s Club
Octagon Car Club

NoOrgCounty Classic Cruisers
Paradise British Car Club
Rolls-Royce Owner’s Club

Sacramento Valley MG Club
San Diego MG Car Club

San Diego MG T Register
Sorry Safari Touring Society

TC Motoring Guild
Vintage MG of So. Calif.

Don’t see your club listed?  Come join 
us and talk to your fellow club members 

about coming.

Please share this GoF West Gazette
Share this with your club members if you have not done so already.  

Send to your webmaster, newsletter editor, keeper of your club 
email list, bring to a meeting or whatever.  Please just spread the 

word in whatever way you feel comfortable with.  We appreciate it.

More info at GoFWest.org  
or write to GoFWestInc@gmail.com

Other Major MG Events in 2023
We REALLY want you to be at our GoF West 2023 event, but in the 
interest of sharing information, we list other major MG events of 
interest.  

GoF South/NAMGAR - April 20-23, 2023 - Gainesville. FL
NAMGBR - July 17-20, 2023 - Calgary

GoF Central/NAMMMR - June 20-23, 2023 - South Bend, IN

GoF West Advisory Council
Each year at our GoF West events, we hold a meeting with 

representatives of all participating clubs to discuss, how we can 
make GoF West better for participants as well as clubs.  We truly 

want to hear what you have to say, good or bad.  We also talk 
about future GoF West locations and a number of other things.  
It roughly is an hour long and while everyone is invited, only the 

designated club representative can vote.  Please decide on who will 
represent your club (your choice) and impress upon them that they 

should attend this meeting.  To be held Thursday afternoon.

In addition to each entrant having a chance at winning 
awards, your club has a chance of winning an award as 
well.  Start talking about these awards with your club 

members and plan your strategy to win. 

San Diego Cup

To the club with the highest percentage 
of their members at the GoF West (so 
smaller clubs have a chance at this)

2022 Sorry Safari Touring Society 
2020+1 Sorry Safari Touring Society 
2019 Arizona MG-T Roadrunners

Santa Barbara Cup

To the club that racks up the 
highest number of combined miles 
driven in MGs to the GoF Event

2022 Pre 56 Unclub  
2020+1 Vintage MG of SC 
2019 Vintage MG of SC 
 

Club Awards

Does yo
ur clu

b 

get a 
say?G

REGISTRATION NOTE: Confirmations of registrations go out 
by email if an email address is listed.  If you’ve registered but 

not received a confirmation of the registration with a registration 
number, please contact Joyce Edgar, email preferred. 

GoFWestInc@gmail.com  or  619-593-8255
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The birth of MG has 
been a hotly debated 
subject since at least 

1974 when British Leyland 
decided that 1925 should be 

considered the first year of MG, since “Old # 1”, Cecil 
Kimber’s personal one-off special, was first registered on 
March 27, 1925.  Kimber often said that this was “his” 
first MG, but in fact, there were other well documented 
MG’s produced even earlier.

So, in regard to when the first MG was actually built, 
it’s a difficult question as 23-’24-’25 or ’27 could all be 

considered correct. 

Some could argue for 1923, as the very first of 6 
Raworth MG Supersports were sold to John Oliver 

Arkel on August 16, 1923. These 6 cars had most of the 
hallmarks of an MG Supersport and were sold as such. 
They were built on the Cowley chassis and at £350 were 
expensive and slow to sell.  Morris Garages were also 
building and selling Chummies in ’23, but these were really 
just warmed over Cowleys.  The MG Octagon logo first 
appeared in print advertising on March 2, 1923. (Dave 
Lawley has recently advised that he has uncovered a print 
ad from 1922 showing the MG Logo!)

Early 1924 marked what some consider the start of 
serious MG production. The very first Oxford based 

MG Supersport was built for wealthy MG employee, Jack 
Gardiner. This car was registered FC 6333 on March 14, 
1924. The first Oxford based 14/28 MG Supersport sold 

to the public went to Billy Cooper and was first registered 
May 31, 1924. During the summer of ’24, dozens of MG 
Supersports were produced, most based on Oxford 
chassis, but a few on Cowley chassis.

Old No 1, Cecil Kimber’s Cowley based competition 
special was not registered until March 27, 1925.  

This was in fact Cecil Kimber’s first personally owned 
MG, but certainly not the first one produced.  It could 
be considered the first MG to be built for competition 
purposes.  By this point, perhaps 250 or so Oxford based 
MG Supersports had been sold.

In the fall of ’25, the Oxford chassis was lengthened 
by 6”, while the Cowley chassis remained the same at 

8’ 6”.  Servo brakes and front wheel brakes also became 
standard on the Oxford based models but still optional on 
the Cowley chassis.

In mid September, 1927 the first car to be produced 
with an MG Guarantee Plate, was car # 2/2251 and was 

a Flat Rad, 1927 14/40 MK IV MG.  Prior to this point, all 
MGs were still issued Morris Motors guarantee plates, 
and the vast majority of these cars were first registered, 
even in Oxford England, as Morrises or later, sometimes 
as Morris Supersports or even Morris MG Supersports.

All of the above is well documented in the excellent 
872- page early MG history book,  “Oxford to 

Abingdon” by Robin Barraclough and Phil Jennings, as well 
as F. Wilson McCombs excellent history of MG, “MG by 
McComb”.

MG Centennial Year,  
a Good Question?

Notes by Chris Nowlan

Cecil Kimber’s Old No. 1 - 1925 Funkhanna in 201610



Carlsbad Premium Outlets 
5620 Paseo Del Norte, Carlsbad

K-1 Indoor Go-Karting 
6212 Corte Del Abeto, Carlsbad

San Diego Zoo (world famous) 
2920 Zoo Dr, San Diego

San Diego Zoo Safari Park 
15500 San Pasqual Valley Rd, 
Escondido, CA

Other Activites in Carlsbad
MGs are totally fun, but they are not the only things in life.  
Here are a few things in Carlsbad, or not far from there to do 
if you decide to extend your visit to the area.

Blue text indicate hot links

In October there is a large pumpkin patch with many 
activities besides buying a pumpkin such as a Cornfield 
maze, Apple cannon, Tractor rides, Bounce house 
inflatables.  

1050 Cannon Rd, Carlsbad 
carlsbadstrawberrycompany.com/pumpkin

LEGOLAND California 
1 Legoland Dr, Carlsbad 

legoland.com/california/homepage

Sea World 
500 Sea World Dr., San Diego 

seaworld.com/san-diego

Museum of Making Music 
5790 Armada Dr, Carlsbad, CA 

museumofmakingmusic.org

The Miniature Engineering Craftsmanship Museum 
3190 Lionshead Ave, Carlsbad 

craftsmanshipmuseum.com 

https://www.carlsbadstrawberrycompany.com/pumpkin
https://www.legoland.com/california/homepage/
https://seaworld.com/san-diego/
https://www.museumofmakingmusic.org/
https://craftsmanshipmuseum.com/

